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    Read the text and do the activities below. 

TEXT: 

 

      Over the last century, there have been many significant changes in the way we live. Obviously, it is 

hard to compare the life of the ancient people and the life of the people of the twenty first century 

because so many changes have occured. However, even the changes that have taken place over the last 

ten years are amazing. 

      To start with, people were not able to travel such long distances in such short period of time. 

The planes were not that popular then because they used to be a very expensive means of transport. 

Nowadays, we have become very mobile. We have fast and comfortable cars and more people also 

travels by plane. Moreover, in the past people had to work much harder as they did not have tools which 

made their work easier. Today, most of the difficult and dangerous work is done by computers and other 

machines. In the past the conditions of living were not as comfortable as they are now. There were 

not bathrooms and running water in many houses, besides many people could not afford household 

appliances like fridge, TV set or vacuum cleaner because they used to be luxurious goods. Another 

difference between living now and in the past is the fact that nowadays the access to education is much 

easier. In the past, there were fewer schools and the quality of the education they provided was much 

poorer. Besides, nowadays it is much easier to find the educational materials that you need thanks to the 

Internet. Another difference is that in the past there were not that many sources of entertainment. 

Therefore people used to spend more time with their friends. 

         All things considering, it is an obvious conclusion that life has changed significantly in the last 

couple of years. It is definitely much easier now however, it is not easy to decide whether it is also 

better. The scientific achievements and technological progress are amazing. We still create 

new inventions which simplify our lives. On the other hand, however, life now is much faster and more 

busy than it used to be in the past. Moreover, it has also become more dangerous. The standard of living 

has definitely improved but it can be discussed whether the quality of our lives is also better. 

 

Reading and Interpreting (08.5pts)  

1-Are the following statements "TRUE" or "FALSE".                                                                  (02pts) 

a- It is not easy to compare the ancestor’s life and today’s life …………… 

b- Travelling by plane was a cheap means over the last decade  ……………….. 

c- TV set or vacuum cleaner are considered as luxurious goods today …………………… 

d- The author has a doubt that today’s life is better than it used to be in the past. ……… 

 

  2-Complete the following with information from the text .                                                                  (4pts)        

Differences 

in  

Before the last decade Over the last decade 

Transport …………………………………………... 

……………………………………………. 

 

………………………………………… 

…………………………………………. 

Work …………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………….. 

 

………………………………………… 

…………………………………………. 

Household 

appliances 

…………………………………………... 

……………………………………………. 

 

 

…………………………………………... 

……………………………………………. 

 

Education  …………………………………………... 

……………………………………………. 

 

…………………………………………... 

……………………………………………. 

 



 
      

3-What or who do the underlined words refer to in the text.                                                          (2pts) 

a.they (§2) …………………..……….   b-which (§2)……………..…………….        

              c- their (§2) ………………….               d- it  (§3)  ………………………………… 

 

     4- Choose a suitable title to the text ?                                                                                               (0.5pt)  

a.Life in past and present     b.Life today and before the last decade    c.Life over the last century 

 

TEXT EXPLORATION   (11.5pts) 

  1- Find in the text words that are closest in meaning to the following.                                         (01.5pt) 

a.happened (§1) = ……………..   b- movable (§2) = ……………… c- development (§3)  =…………  

 

 2- Find in the text words that opposite in meaning to the following.                                             (01.5pt) 

  a.modern (§1 )≠ ………………. b-wealthier(§2) ≠ …………….    c- complicate  (§3)   ≠  ……………..  

 

3 – Pick out from the text the following :                                                                                            (03.5pts) 

1- Comparative of equality…………………………………………………………………………….. 

2- Comparative of superiority with a short adjective………………………………………………… 

3- Comparative of superiority with a long adjective…………………………………………………… 

4- Comparative of inferiority……………………………………………………………………………… 

5- A habit in the past ……………………………………………………………………………………. 

6- An obligation in the past …………………………………………………………………………….. 

7- An ability in the past ……………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

4- Give the correct form of the verbs in brackets                                                                                  (02pts)  

a- In ancient times , most people ( worship ) ……………………….. stones . 

b - I ( go ) ………………...……… to school by bicycle but I ( not do )it ……..………..………any more.                             

c- Sometimes , people ( dine ) ……………………….. out . 

 

5-  Link the following clauses with a relative pronoun  to avoid repetition .                                      (01pts)   

a. The changes have taken place over the last ten years . The changes are amazing. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

b. People lived in the past. People could not afford household appliances. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

6 - Classify the following words according to the pronunciation of their final  "s"                        (02pts)   
                     changes – machines – appliances – achievements 

/s/ /z/ /iz/ 

 

 

 

 

  

 

                

                                                                                                                      Good Luck  -   

                                                                                                               Teacher : B.NEKROUF 


